THE 

Elders, Minitters, and ‘Meffengers 


a? met in Affociation at WEL L I N G TO N, res 


29 and go, 1787,-, 
To the feral Churches they: Jend Ch ifn 


W. E are happy to able “to addréfs you” onthe: 
prefent occifion. We-have “many ‘and gréat-chianks. 
“to” render to” our comrhon’ God and Father for prefervirig. 


"us" phrough another year, and permitting Us once moreto 


affemble: 


P lymouth, Upottery, Frome, 
Bovey- Tracey,  Loughwood, Bradford, 
Tiverton Bicknell, Wotton, 
Cullumpton, Broadmead, Brifol, 
» Bampton, Paulion, 
Stoke-Gomer, ellington,. 

Having received Li ETTERS alfo from 
‘Falmouth, Sodbury, Sarum, 
‘Chacewater, Grittleton Malmfbury Crocherton, 
“Crofomb, King ftanly, Calne, and 
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affemble ourfelves together. We have too often experienced 
your candour and good-will to doubt of your bearing 


with us, whilft we exhort you with all earneftnefs and 
fincerity. 

You will remember, brethren, the dignity of the dif- 
penfation under which you live; that it is not the infti- 


- tution of man, but the wife and gracious plan of God to © 


make happy. With this view he raifed up the people 
of the Jews, kept them diftin& from all others and gave 
them fuch a portion Of knowledge as might, in due time, 
prepare for the difplay of the gofpel. With this view a 
fucceffion of priefts was kept up, the eye of prophecy was 


. enlightened and the hand of Omnipotence ftretched forth. 


After thus preparing the way, our Great Redeemer his 
felf appeared upon the earth, lived in humiliation and 
forrow, and died in agony and difgrace. During the time 
of his perfonal miniftry he -had every atteftation of deity in 
his favour, and the power of God was often exerted ina 
moft fignal manner. After his afcenfion a larger meafure 
of knowledge and power was given to‘ his difciples than 


‘had been afforded them before. They afferted his cha- 


ratter, and affirmed that he had rifen from the dead, in 
the very place in which he had been crucified, They 
were endved with a miraculous fkill in tongues for the 
very purpofe of {preading the Gofpel through the different 
parts of the world, and with what fuccefs they did it, 
and how, in the face of danger and of death, they main- 
‘tained their caufe, whilft many of them perifhed ‘in their 
fufferings, is well known and will draw tears of admiration 
and gratitude from all fucceeding ages. When we fee the 
Saviour cefcending from heaven as a witnefs for God 
and behold his fufferings and death, we cannot help being 
aftonifhed at fo ftupendous a fcene, and enquiring into the 


-purpole it was intended to accomplifh, One among many 
_ ,0ther great ends which are anfwered by it, is the removing 


the ignorance and error in which we are by nature involved, 
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and giving us the knowledge of God and our true hap- 
pinefs. If there be a moral Governor of the world it muft 
be of great importance to know upon what terms we ftand 
with him, and what expectations we may form from him, 
A fober, reflefting man could fcarcely feel himfelf at eafe, 
till he attained to fome certainty in points of fo much 
confequence: and yet how little information we can derive . 
from reafon in enquiries of this nature, may be feen from 
the experience of paft ages, and thofe the moft enlightened 
and refined ; who after all their refearches have not been 
able to come to any agreement, oF to gain any fatisfaction. 
We may difcover by the light of nature the exiftence of a 
being who is. poflefled of all poffible perfettion. The 
works of God fufficiently difplay his goddnefs, wifdom and 
‘power ; but with refpe& to the application of thefe in any 
particular inftance it leaves us entirely ata lofs. We have 
no meafure which we can apply to the operations of an 
infinite mind;*and therefore, though we may be affured 
that the divine being pofleffes all the attributes which com- 
pofe fupreme excellence, it is impoffible for us to fay in 
particular inftances what path of condu& may beft confift | 
with thofe’ perfe€tions in their moft extenfive operation, 
Indeed to difcover not only the leading attributes of the 
divine natute, but to be acquainted before hand with every | 
dire&tion they will take, would be fully to’ comprehend the / 
Moft High. When therefore without the aid of revelation 
we attempt to foretell ‘the difpenfations of the Almighty, we 
are loft in a maze, and,are obliged to reft in vague and 
uncertain conjectures. This holds true more efpecially when 
applied to the condué& of providence with refpeé to only 
a {mall part of creation. In this cafe our uncertainty is 
doubled, fince we know that all the works of God form 
one vaft fyftem, and that the regulation of the parts muft be 
fubfervient to the adminiftration of the whole. But this 
‘fituation is ours, Confined to a point in our exiftence, and 
_ limited’ in our ideas, we cannot tell what relation we bear | 
A2 to 
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or how it may it to divine providence 


the divine being san the greateft degree compaffionate 
‘but $f. @ Humber of creatures. sender themfelves 
of by a wilful rebellion, againtt him, fingular inflance 


relation which the.patts bear te the whole. 


ont.of their and Griginal channel, 


be... Men, have: corrupted, their A. change {fo 
Aine in the Creation, timation fo and fo, little 

to be apprehended under’ the government: of a holy 
being, naturally leads 100K, bor tev olution’ in 

pro Jn fuck a Thate fome 
awiul. oF the hand hight well: be 


fe 08.30 relation to: thole hughes and inore ultimate 


ATC. continually On. Our goeaning 
illuftented by. the following inftance. Ka cemtain 


pid. wold be inipofible to fay whether the: 

exercifc ior competion here ‘would belt comport with the 
highet goodnala and the bappine(s in the general 
sdmipiitration of providence bechufe Re. onc could trace 


{This you, will perceive a cafe atitinel y to the point, for . 
and fin Aspe entered inte the It, is evident 


that ‘they are sot what they’ have nor’what they ought 


timc in ie idea 
We 
pow Wwe 
At all ages hgve 
Gloomy 
them 
ANXIOUS and 
min the a 6 
ploomy 
Life; » 


| 
vi 
LS 
| 
2 
ri vl | 
val 
> 
| 
> pay & 
| 
d 7 4 
™ © 
> 
er’ 
| 
| 


the judge of the univerfe feated on,his. throne, in. wrath, 


clouded with darknefs and befet with judgments, They 


had no cettgin accels to him, no acceptable worfhipto pay 
him, no affurance that their prayers would be anfwered or 


theit fins forgiven them, , They faw notithe of things, 
mor could they.take any lengthened view of futurity. They 


- 


knew not therefore how to chetifh any great hopes, to i . 


any high and extenfive plans; they were confined to ¢ 
prefent moment and. all beyond it was.covered with an. 
fion. and_horror, You. will. not, my. brethren, think this 
defcription gver-wrought, if you read the firft chapter of | 
ot, Paul's Romans, 

Heréin then. appears the fupreme eneelience of the 


‘Chriftian difpenfation.. In the midft of this darknefs it rifes 
‘like the fun in. its ftrength and all thefe gloomy fhades mele | 
away andare in the brightnefs of it, _It.no longer leaves 
| us to the conjectures of reafon, which has always erred, nor 


tothe fuftuating opinions of men; but all it declares, 
confirms by. the authority of God, The truths it dilcovers, 


were proclaimed by the Son of God himfelf, who lay in the 
of his Father, from eteraity, who, was acquainted 


with all counfels and created all his works. it rallies no | 
hopes within but what are bujlt upon the promife and oath of | 
him who cannot lic, ‘An the myftery. of Chrifk's incarnaGr.n, 

who was God as well as man, -in the humiliation of tris life, | 
| andia hisdeath upori the crofs, we behold the moft thupendous 
inftanes of compaliion,. whillt. at the fame moment the law ‘| 


of God received more honour thant could have done by the | 


Obedierice and death of any, or of all his creatures, , * Mercy 
and truth are ‘met. righteoulpels and «peace have | 
each ones,” Ini this difpenfation .of his grace he | 


reached. fo fer beyond our -bigheft” hopes shat, if we love 


him... we be affured that he will with. it freely give Us all 

to God is: now opencd at al} times and from 

| wall nlaces [to fick as fincerely. alk it he has tal ife cat in 
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‘the factificd Of Chrift has rendered it juft for him to forgive 
fin: and whenever we are led to repent of and to forfake it, 
even the righteoufnefs of God is declared in the pardon of it. 
|_| My dear brethren, confolation pours itfelf in on every fide, 
whilft we conted@plate the gofpel, and refrefhes our inmoft 
fouls, It gives us the profpect of our fins being pardoned, 


jc prayers accepted, our very afflictions turned into blef- 
gs, and our exiftence prolonged to an endlefs duration, 
fee Chriftianity indeed as yet but-in its infancy, It has 
not already reached the great ends it is intended to anfwer, 
. and to which it is conftantly advancing. At prefent it is but 
as a grain of muftard feed and feems to bring forth a tender 
and weakly crop, but be affured it is of God’s own right 
hand planting and he will never fuffer it to perifh. It will 
foon ftretch its branches to the river.and its fhade to the ends 
| of the earth, The weary wi!l repofe themfelves under it, 
| the hungry will partake of its fruits, and its leaves will be for 
| the healing of the nations. 

You, dear brethren, who profefs the name of Jefus, will 
delight in contemplating the increafe and grandeur of his 
kingdom, and your expettations will not deceive you. He 
muft reign till he hath put all enemies under his fect. The 
religion of Jefus is not the religion of one age, or of ‘one 
nation. It is a train of light firft put in motion by God, and 
which will continue to move and to [pread till it has filled the 
whole earth with its glory. Its bleffings will defcend, and 
its influence will be felt, to the lateft generations, Uninter- 
rupted ini its courfe, and boundlefs in its extent, it will not 
be limited by time or {pace. The earth is too narrow for 
the difplay of its effeéts and the accomplifhment of ‘its pur- 

: poles. It points forward to an eternity, The great Re- 

deemer will again appear upon the earth, a8 the judge and 

ruler of it; will fend forth his angels and gather his 
eleé&t from the four winds; will abolifh fin, and death, and 
hell, and will place the righteous for ever in the prefence of 


his God, and their God, of his Father, and their Father. 


—— 
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If fuch be our religion, what manner of perfons ought we 


to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs? You are cone — 


{cious, that a mere belief of the Chriftian revelation will not 
purify the heart, or regulate the conduét. We may calmly 
affent to the moft interefting and folemn truths of Chrifti- 


anity, and afterwards fuffer them to flide out of our minds, - 


without leaving any impreflion behind them. If we look 
back upon the ufual courfe of our feelings, we fhall find 
that we are more influenced by the frequent recurrence of 
objects than by their weight and importance, and that habit 
has more force in forming our charaéters than our opinions 
have. The mind naturally takes its tone and complexion 
from what it habitually contemplates. Hence it is that the 
world, by continually prefling upon our fenfes and being 
ever open to our view, takes fo wide a {way in the heart. — 
How think you, dear brethren, muft we correé this influ- 
ence, and by faith overcome the world, unlefs we habitually 
turn our attention to religion and eternity ? Let us befeech 
you then to make them familiar with your minds, and min- 
gle them with the ordinary ftream of your thoughts : ‘retir- 
ing often from the world, and converfing with God and 
your own fouls, In thefe folemn moments nature and the 
fhifting fcenes of it will retire from your view, and you will 
feel yourfelves left alone with God, You will walk as in 
his fight, you will fland, as it were, at his tribunal, Ilu- 
fions will then vanifh apace, and every thing will appear in 
its true proportion and proper colour. You will eftimate 
human life and the worth of it, not by fleeting and momen- 


tary fenfations, but by the light of ferious refle€tion and 


(eddy faith. You will fee little in the paft to pleafe, or in 
the future to flatter; its feverifh dreams will fubfide, and its 
enchantmentbe diffolved. Itis much, however, if faith donot 
upon fuch occafions draw afide the veil which refts on futu- 


rity, and cut fhort the interval of expectation. How often | 


has fhe borne aloft the f{pirits of good men and given them a 
-vifion of better days and brighter hopes? They have entered 
already 
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already the reft. which remained for them; they have come 
to’ an innumerable company of angels, to the fpirits of the 
juft made perfeé, and to God the judge of all. From thefe 
feafons of retirement and religious meditation you will return 
to’ the aétive fcenes of life with greater advantage. From 
the prefence of God you will come forth with your paffions 
more compofed, your thoughts better regulated, and your heart 
more fteady and pure. Do not imagine that thebenefit of fuch 
‘exercifes is confined to the moments which are {pent in them: 
for as the air retains the {mell, and is filled with the fragrance 
of leaves which have been long fhed; fo will thefe medi- 
tations leave a fweet and refrefhing influence behind them. 
“If your religion be genuine, it will be often the fource of 
the warmeft and moft interefting feelings. It will be a {pring 
of confolation within, which will often be full and pour 
itfelf forth. Ifthe gofpel has not taken a fhare in the feel- 
ings of our hearts, if it has not moved the great fprings of 
our hopes and fears, we may be affured we have never ex- 
perienced its force. It is filled with fuch views as cannot 
fail to intereft and tranfport us. . Befides, if we do not. feel 
the gofpel as well as believe it, how can it fupport againft 
the overwhelming influence of what we do feel. The world 
fteals upon us, and engages our affettions on all fides. Its 
profpeéts enrapture and its pleafures are feducing us. Will 
‘a téligion, which refts only-upon opinion and a convition 
at times extorted from us, keep us firm againift thofe affaults, 
and ftem the force of a torrent which never ceafes to flow ? 
This can be done only by oppofing hope to hope, feeling to 
fetling, and pleafure to pleafure. 
Perhaps one of the chief reafons why Chriftianity does 1 no 


more ptrify our heartsis, that weareapt to confine it to feafons 


of worfhip, and to fhut it out from the ordinary concerns of 
life, Itisa great and fatal miftake to imagine them fo fepa- 
rate, that we can innocently and ufefully engage in the one, 


“without any regard had to the other. Our temporal affairs 


fhould never indeed be fufferedto mingle with the exercifes 
of 
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of religion, but religion fhould always regulate the conduét 
of our temporal affairs. And the reafon of this is obvious, 
The world and the fafhion of it is paffing away, and our 
union with it will foon be diffolved; whilft the relation 
which we bear to God and to eternity is ever the fame and 
extends to all times and to all places. The chara&er which, 
as Chriftians, we fuftain is our higheft chara&er; and the 
hopes which, as fuch, we indulge are our higheit hopes. 
It is but reafonable, it is but juft, therefore, that a defire of 


difcharging the one, and attaining the other, fhould {way 


the whole of our condu&, Perhaps you will be ready 
to.think that ‘this advice is impraéticable. You will 
urge the neceflity of attending to your worldly callings, 
which, you’ will fay, cannot be carried on, unlefs you give 
them. the greater part of your’ time and attention. Be it fo. 
Remember we do not advife you to fpend more of your 
time in religion than in your ordinary concerns. This would 
extinguifh all human induftry. But if you be fincere 
in your profeffion of religion, you will regulate your pur- 
fuits by it, and engage no farther in any of them than is 
confiftent with the fpirit of it. In the midft of all your 
other concerns, you will {till make religion the centre of 
your hopes, and the confummation of your wifhes, An or- 
dinary mechanic devotes more of his time to the labor of 
his hands than to any other concern; but it is not his labori- 


ous employment that interefts his heart: it. is his. defire of. 


procuring fubfiftence, and of warding off the inconveniences 
of poverty and want. 


Finally, brethren, let each of us examine ourfelves whether | 
we be in the faith or not ; let us prove our ownfelves ; let us. 


not fhrink. from the fevereit teft to which confcience and the 


word of God can put us. If we be indeed found fincere af- . 


ter thus fearching our hearts, our faith will grow more firm 


and our confolations more fteady...Or if it appear that we | 


lrave been hitherto deceiving and being deceived, (awful 


idea!) we hall at leaft have am opportunity of once more, 


lifting 
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(40) 
lifting up our eyes for mercy, and of reading our danger in 
our fin, notin our punifhment,. But we hope better things 
of you, brethren, and things which accompany falvation, =~ 
We hope that you have fled from the wrath. to come, and 
have laid hold on eternal life ; and we rejoice in the profped 
of meeting you.in a much larger aflembly, at the great day, 
when you fhall have wafhed your robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, Then, brought out of much 
tribulation, and redeemed from every nation, and tongue, 


and people, his ele& fhall be gathered, he fhall give up the 


kingdom to the Father, and God fhall be all in all, Alas? 
the voice of individual praife is weak and feeble; but how 


_ will our hearts. {well with. adoration and delight, when, 


while we are praifing him, he fhall receive, from millions 
of beings and millions of worlds, the fame incenfe ! 


SIGNED, ON BEHALY OF THE ASSEMBLY, BY 


| BENJAMIN FRANCIS, 
MODERATOR, 


; WELLINGTON, SomeRser, May 29, 30, 1787, 


Tuespay afternoon’ met at-‘THREE. Mr. Cox of Hor- 
fington' began in prayer. Red Chofe the 
Moderator, ‘letters from thirty-eight Churches ; in. 
twenty-three of which there had been additions, in fome of 
them large’ ones, Mr, Lloyd of Bradford concluded this 
meeting with prayer, at half paft five. 

Al s8VvEW met again; Mr; Horfy prayed. Mr, Hopkins of 
London preached from Phil. iv. tg. My God fhall Supply all 


nced according to his niches in glory by Chrift Fefus. 


WEDNESDAY morning met at s1x.~ The following 
brethren prayed: ‘Mefirs. Scraggs, Adams, Symonds,° Geard, 
and Birt,” At the’ clofe “of this 
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vice adjufted the affairs of our little fund, the utility of which 
_ is more apparent than ever ; and attended to othér bufinefs 

relative to the Affociation. 

Met at tew. Mr. Cooper prayed,:as did alfo Mr. Z, 
Francis.’ Mr. By. Francis preached from 1 Tim. i. 15. This is 
@ faithful faying and worthy of all acceptation, that Fefus Chrift 

- ¢ame into the world to fave finners, Mr. Hall the 
Setter, and concluded im»prayer, 

‘Met again at Mr, Rowles Me Kingdon 
from 2 Cor, xii. 9. My grace is fufficient for thee. — 
Mr. Evans concluded in prayer, 

At the clofe of this fervice, finifhed the bufinefs of the 
Affociation ;.and the Aflembly was difmiffed with prayer by 
the Moderator, 


Agreed, to recommend the cafe of our friends in Den-_ 


bighthire, as peculiarly entitled to regard ; and for that pur- 
pofe, to give a minute to the bearer of this cafe, figned by 
the Moderator: which was accordingly done. 

The cafe at Lewes in Suflex being red, it was voted to be 
a good cafe; but at the fame time it was hoped,..the fum 
wanted would be raifed out of the circle of this Affociation, 


as it was apprehended it could not be confidered by the | 


Churches in this conneétion for a confiderable time, owing 
to. pre-éngagements on behalf of other cafes of a fimilar 
Agreed, to receive the Church at Bovey-Tracy, and that, 


at Portfmouth Common, under.the care of Mr. Horfy, into 


this Affociation; and to hold the next Affociation at Portf- 
mouth, Wednefday and Thurfday in the Whitfun week. — 
To begin precifely at three, on. Wednefday., Day and 
Mr, Tommas to preach the fermons. In cafe of failure Mr, 
Cooper of Bratton, Mr,.£. Francis. to. draw up the circular 
letter. 

Agreed, to obferve a of prayer and 
when convenient to the refpeétive Churches, on account of 
the of in the and palt year .with 
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tefpedt to’ the feafon, and the revival there has been in 
feveral of the Churches. 


In the ASSOCFATED CHURCHES the laft Year 


“there were, 


Baptized, 186 Dead, - - 42 


Received by |) Difmifled; - (12 
Reftored, = § Excludedy -. 11 


Increafe this year. .- 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Full publifhed, Price 28.64. 3s. or 3%. 


A SELEC.TION of HYMNS from the beft Authors, 
Intended to be an Aprenpnix to Dr. Wartts’s Pfalms and Hymns. 
By JOHN” RIPPON, A. M. 
Sold:at the Veltry of Mr. Rippon’s Mceting-Houle, London. 
Confiderable Allowance to fuch as purchafe a Dozen or more to give away. 


In the Prefs, ‘and'in a few Months will be publifted, 
The Epitrtron (greatly inlarged ) of 
PADOBAPTISM EXAMINED, 


Concesstons, and Reasontncs of the moft learned | 


Pedobaptilts. In Two Vols.12 mo. Price bound 85. or 7s. in Boards. 
B ABRAHAM BOOTH. 


y 
_N.B. Thofe who apply to Mr. Booth in Goodman’s-Fields, London, for 


Six Sets may have a Seventh gratis. 


Speedily will be publifhed 
By the Rev. Mr. RE A DE R, of -Taunion, Price 1s. 6 d. 


Or an Account from the Prophecies of Scripture, of the great Events which 
await the Jews to the Ead of Time. 


A new, fmall, and elegant Edition of 


Tuz BRISTOL COLLECTION or HYMNS, 


(Being the Stxrm Ent t10y,) 


snow printing, and ina few Months will be ready forSaleat Mr. Buckland’ 


| 40 London ; Mr. Browne on the Toléey,.Mr. Johnfon in Corn-Street, and 
the other Bookfelters in at the ufual Prices, 9s. in Sheep roll’d, 


386d. Calf, Where may now be hadthe Jarge Edition at the fame Prices. 
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